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Lifetime Achievement (posthumous)

Prof Ntate Daniel Kgwadi stood at the centre of 
the NWU’s transformation journey. In his role as 
principal and vice-chancellor, his decisive leadership 
successfully guided the university through very 
challenging times in the South African higher 
education sector, including the Covid-19 pandemic 
and the Fees Must Fall student protests.

His vigorous pursuit of transformation placed the 
NWU firmly en route towards becoming an inclusive, 
equitable institution that embraces social justice. 

During his tenure as the first black African at the 
helm of the NWU from April 2014 until January 
2022, Dan successfully guided the NWU to achieve 
very important milestones such as the adoption 
of a new strategy, a restructuring process and the 
implementation of a repositioning strategy. 

Prior to this, Dan served as the first rector of the NWU 
Mahikeng Campus, a position he had held since 1 
January 2005. 

He made significant contributions towards the 
successful merger of the three NWU campuses 
during this time. 

His academic credentials were extensive and he had 
the following degrees: BSc (physics and chemistry, 
University of Bophuthatswana, RSA); MSc (physics, 
Ball State University, USA); MPhil (environmental 
law and management, University of the North, RSA); 
PhD (Physics Education, PU for CHE, RSA); PhD 
(management – honoris causa – Hanseo University, 
South Korea).

Throughout his life, Dan was passionate about 
teaching and mentoring budding academics and 
leaders. He started his career as a physics teacher 
at Phatisma High School and later served as senior 
manager/assessment coordinator at the National 
Nuclear Regulator. Dan was also head of the Physics 
department at the Vaal University of Technology, as 
well as the Physics department at the University of 
North-West.

Dan left the service of the NWU on 31 January 2022 
when he was appointed as vice-chancellor of the Vaal 
University of Technology.

He is remembered and revered for his commitment to 
transformation and academic excellence.

Prof Ntate Dan Kgwadi  
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Academic leader, transformation champion, and trailblazer


