Increasing the supply
of short stay accommodation
Student-to-student housing platform for international exchange and internship students

Information Brochure for Universities

“I am leaving my country for 4 months and
want to rent out my room.“

“I am going to her country and need a
room for 4 months.“

HousingAnywhere brings them together.

What is HousingAnywhere.com?
HousingAnywhere.com helps to increase the current housing options at a university. It
is an additional service that you can offer to your students.
HousingAnywhere.com is a housing platform whereby students that go abroad for
an exchange semester or internship can sublet their rooms. Consequently, incoming
international exchange students that come to your university city can rent these rooms.
Thus, HousingAnywhere is a student-to-student platform whereby the supply &
demand of short term accommodation can be better matched. It is a very simple
and effective tool to increase the amount of short-term accommodation available to
your incoming international exchange students.
What HousingAnywhere.com is not?
• HousingAnywhere is not a substitute for your current housing system.
HousingAnywhere is an additional housing service that universities can offer
to their international exchange students.
•

HousingAnywhere is not a threat to the housing office. HousingAnywhere
can make the housing office’s work much easier, which enables staff to focus
more on long term housing.

•

HousingAnywhere is not a network to swap rooms. The focus is not on
swapping rooms with your partner universities, but on increasing the
availability of student rooms in your own city. Therefore, the number of your
partner universities that are also using this platform does not matter.

www.youtube.com/
HousingAnywhere

What are the advantages?
• Increase room availability
You can easily increase the number of
short stay rooms available to incoming
international
exchange
students
by asking your outgoing exchange
students to rent out their rooms on this
platform during their exchange period.

• Increase the university’s reputation
Students do not like universities
with a housing shortage. By using
HousingAnywhere students can see
on our map that there are many rooms
available in your city. This makes your
university a more attractive destination.

• Additional housing service
When you invite students to study at
your university, the first thing they
wonder is, “How do I find a place to stay?”
By offering HousingAnywhere you can
increase the number of choices available.

• Fostering intercultural exchange
Incoming students are able to live
with local students in a local student
house. This allows them to experience
the
traditional
student
culture.

“HousingAnywhere.com is a brilliant and much
needed student initiative. It has helped nearly
100 of our incoming exchange students to find
housing in Copenhagen.”
Tom Dahl-Østergaard
Director International Office
Copenhagen Business School

• Time saving
Incoming students will have less questions
about housing for the International
Office, meaning staff will have more
time to respond to other matters.
• Marketing
Currently HousingAnywhere is visited
by 200,000 students a year. Joining the
platform makes your university more
visible to students around the world.

Option 1: Student-to-student
How does it work? Student-to-student?
Students that go abroad can advertise their rooms
and incoming international students can respond to
these rooms.
Only people with a valid university email address,
e.g. @student.maastrichtuniversity.nl are able to
post an advertisement on the platform, meaning
only students can use the housing platform. This also
ensures that the rooms are of a good quality, the
prices are fair and most importantly, it removes the
threat of scams.
Private investors, scammers and other third parties
cannot post advertisements on this platform.

Do you need it?
1. Currently no scheme at all: Some universities do
not have any scheme to make the empty rooms of
outgoing students available to incoming students.
If this is the case at your university, then joining our
platform will easily increase the supply of rooms
available.

2. Currently staff match rooms: In this case, we
can make their job a lot easier by launching our
platform at your university. Nowadays, students
prefer to do things themselves on the internet,
and in today’s world, one of Ebay and Facebook,
people prefer to be in direct contact with each other.
With HousingAnywhere, the staff who are currently
responsible for this matching task can focus more on
long term housing for the university and only need to
browse over HousingAnywhere if they wish.
3. Currently only very basic online matching: If you
already match rooms online by using a simple website or
a Facebook group, then HousingAnywhere can improve
this service for your students.
4. Outsourcing: Why maintain an online housing
platform if another party will do it? There is a global trend
for universities to outsource tasks that do not directly deal
with education. Matching students is not always a top
priority of the university and by using HousingAnywhere
you are able to spend more time focusing on your core
activities.

Option 2: Trusted private landlords & brokers
How does it work? Landlords & brokers?
Only students can advertise rooms on
HousingAnywhere.com. However, upon request of
the university, we can activate the email addresses
of your university’s trusted private landlords, brokers
and other housing partners. We will allow them to
post advertisements if the university believes that
these private parties will advertise rooms of good
quality and fair prices. These offers will be shown
alongside the other advertised rooms on one map.

“HousingAnywhere helped our
university a lot by quickly increasing the
supply of short stay accommodation”
Maurice Evers
Manager Student Housing,
Maastricht University

Do you need it?
In the case that you work together with private
landlords or brokers, we can make the market very
transparent by activating their email addresses
on our platform. Consequently, trusted private
landlords and brokers can place their offers together
on one central website: HousingAnywhere.com.
Your exchange students can then directly see all
the current offers from landlords and brokers, and
reply immediately. All correspondences will be sent
directly to the landlords, thus sparing the university
the administrative burden.
If preferred, we can send a monthly overview of all
the rooms offered, in order for you to keep an eye on
the pricing and locations.
Note: generally we do not allow private landlords
on the platform; we only allow landlords that are
appointed by the university as trustable parties.

Option 3: Home stay at host families
How does it work? Home stay?
Some families like to host an international exchange
student, whilst their own child is abroad. For the
international student this is a great opportunity to
learn the local culture: not only the student culture,
but also the family culture.

“Thanks to HousingAnywhere.com
I enjoyed staying at sorority house
in Rotterdam”
Polona Levpuscek, Slovenian
Exchange student

Do you need it?
This option is especially useful if most of your students
do not live by themselves, but live with their families
(which is the case in most Asian and South American
countries).
By asking families to host international exchange
students in their child’s empty room, your university
can increase the supply of rooms available to your
incoming international exchange students.
Which of these 3 options to choose?
There is no need to choose just one of these options.
We will activate option 1 (student-to-student), option
2 (landlord-to-student) and option 3 (host families)
simultaneously.
When we activate the platform in your city, we will
activate the email addresses that you provide to our
team on the platform. This can be the email addresses
of students, landlords and/or host families.

Improving university housing services by adding an extra platform
and fostering the intercultural exchange of students.

How to join?

1
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Go to www.housinganywhere.com/contact
Fill in the short form on the web page

Or simply call
+31 6 2324 5967
to get started

Our team will contact you for further details
and help you activate your account
You will receive promotional material which you can send to
your students as well as put on your university’s web page

Within 2 weeks everything will be up and running.

Communication to the students
A word from Los Angeles
“Two of the biggest concerns students have in
deciding to go abroad is “Where will I live?”, and “What
will I do with MY apartment while I am gone?”
HousingAnywhere.com removes the anxiety involved
with both questions by providing students a resource
to find housing while abroad, as well as a way to find
someone to rent their apartment back home. The platform is simple to use and understand, and students love
that they can see the location, photos as well as other
aspects about the apartment BEFORE arriving. This
takes away some of the mystery of “what lies behind
that door?” and brings them peace of mind. Our students highly recommend HousingAnywhere as an easy
solution to challenging problems.”
Sean O’Connell,
Director, International Business Program
University of Southern California,
Marshall School of Business

Promoting HousingAnywhere to your students
Notifying your students about this platform is
very easy. Firstly, you should send an email to all
outgoing exchange/internship students informing
them that they can rent out their rooms on
HousingAnywhere.com during their time abroad.
Secondly, you should send an email to incoming
exchange students, informing them that they can use
HousingAnywhere.com to rent a room from a local
student. That’s it!
Our Promotion Ambassador will help you
Promoting HousingAnywhere is very simple as
previously mentioned and we will even give you some
extra support. The HousingAnywhere team will recruit
a local student to work as a Promotion Ambassador for
your university. This local student will be in charge of
promoting the platform at your university with flyers,
posters, presentations and Facebook campaigns.
Our team will ensure that this platform becomes very
popular at your university!

It all started with two
exchange students and
a personal problem

Success story in Holland
HousingAnywhere was founded by students from the Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus
University in the Netherlands. These students had problems subletting their rooms when they left
Rotterdam for an exchange semester in Singapore in 2008. None of the local Dutch students were
interested in renting a room for just 4 months. At the same time, they heard from the university’s
International Office that a lot of incoming international exchange students had problems finding short
stay accommodation in Rotterdam. Thus, the solution was very simple and they set up a platform where
the students could find each other.
Soon the platform became very popular in Rotterdam and in 2010 some other universities in the
Netherlands started to ask if they could join. In 2011, through word of mouth, universities in Copenhagen,
Stockholm, Barcelona and Sao Paulo were soon inquiring about HousingAnywhere as well.
Erasmus University in Rotterdam offers both HousingAnywhere.com and university housing facilities
to its international students. Last year 324 rooms were offered by outgoing exchange students to
incoming international students in Rotterdam alone. Meaning an extra 324 rooms were available
for incoming international students in addition to dorm facilities. This was both a great help for the
students and a huge relief for the university’s housing office!

“I am very proud of how our students help students
all over the world with this simple platform”
Prof. dr. Steef van de Velde
Dean Rotterdam School of Management
Erasmus University Rotterdam

Some of the 72 clients
72 universities already offer HousingAnywhere.com to their students.

How much does it cost?
HousingAnywhere is free for your students.
To maintain the website and pay for the server as well as other IT costs, HousingAnywhere charges the
participating universities a yearly fee. The costs are between 1200 and 3500 Euros annually, depending on the
size of the university. This price is very low compared to the maintenance of dormitories and other housing
services.
First year sign-up costs
To ensure the platform becomes a success after signing up, we will create a promotional campaign for the first
year. We will hire a student from your university to do this. This costs an additional 800 Euros. Besides this, there
are no other costs!
Is it worth the money?
HousingAnywhere will benefit your university in
many different ways:
1. Saving Money: by making the rooms of your
outgoing exchange students available, the
university can reduce the number of rooms
reserved for incoming international students and
make them available to full-time students; this
saves money and time.
2. Service: the extra supply and choice of rooms
will be greatly appreciated by both outgoing and
incoming students. The value of this is hard to
measure in Dollars, but it certainly has value.

Is your university willing to pay for the extra service?
Do you want to:
Provide a suitable range of housing options to incoming
international exchange students

p

Encourage your own students to study abroad by making it more
cost efficient as they can rent out their empty room

p

Promote intercultural exchange

p

Increase the university’s international image by making it a more
attractive study abroad destination

p

Provide a safe and scam-free student-orientated housing platform

p

Want more information? Contact us:
M info@housinganywhere.com (we reply within 4 days)
T +31 623 245 967

www.HousingAnywhere.com
Student-to-student housing platform for international exchange and internship students.

