NWU"®

The Faculty of Humanities at the North-West University, South Africa, is
pleased to announce its second international Spring School.

THEME
THE DIGITAL, THE HUMAN, AND THE POSSIBLE:

Rethinking humanities research in the age of Al

Dates: 17 to 19 September 2025
Venue: Riverside Sun Hotel Cnr. Wenning and, Emfuleni Dr, Vanderbijlpark

Website: https://www.southernsun.com/riverside-sun

Join us for Spring School 2025, a transdisciplinary series of events hosted by the
Faculty of Humanities at NWU. This three-day event brings together leading voices in
digital humanities, artificial intelligence, and social sciences to explore how research,
teaching, and knowledge production are transforming in our algorithmic age. Featuring
international keynote speakers, hands-on workshops, and critical dialogues, the event
culminates in the launch of the Centre for Digital Humanities. Engage, collaborate, and
help shape a more just, creative, and future-facing humanities.



Keynote Speakers

Digital futures: Human stories in data:
Leveraging Al for transformative research, Digital interpretations
teaching, of slavery and migration
and outreach in the humanities

Dr Bryan Carter Prof Paul Arthur

Director Vice-Chancellor’s Professorial Research
Centre for Digital Humanities Fellow

The University of Arizona, Professor of Digital Humanities & Social
United States of America Sciences

Edith Cowan University. Western Australia

The aim of the international week is to bring together higher degree students, study leaders,
and researchers from diverse fields in the humanities to learn and engage in conversation
about the future of the humanities while navigating the rapidly changing landscape of the
research and knowledge economy. This week will offer opportunities to meet with renowned
and expert researchers, attend workshops, and participate in stimulating roundtable
discussions. More importantly, a goal of this week is to have ample opportunities for
constructive feedback and critical reflection.



WORKSHOPS AND ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

The workshops and roundtable discussions will be presented by experts focusing on the
following topics:

The master's and doctoral article model
How to get your article published

Academic writing skills

The development of a research topic
Artificial intelligence, ethics and decoloniality
Qualitative data analysis

Quantitative data analysis

Developing a new framework or model
Using digital humanities tools effectively
Practice-based and practice-led inquiry

PANEL DISCUSSION

This panel will bring together scholars and digital innovators to explore the evolving role of the
humanities in an era shaped by artificial intelligence. As artificial intelligence systems
increasingly participate in the creation and circulation of knowledge, urgent questions arise
about ethics, authorship, intellectual property, and the future of human inquiry. With a focus
on critical perspectives, this panel aims to reimagine the humanities as a vital space for

shaping equitable, responsible, and inclusive digital futures. To this end, this panel will address
questions related to:

Ethics and authorship in Al-generated research

The impact of Al on knowledge production and academic labour
Intellectual property in co-created human—machine outputs
Decolonial and Afrocentric perspectives on Al and digital scholarship
Research, responsibility, and the evolving role of the Humanities



REGISTRATION INFORMATION

Due date for registrations and payments: 18 August 2025

Please take note

The fee covers attendance, breakfast, lunch, and refreshments. The registration fee does
not include travel and accommodation.

Register here:
Please click here to register, or alternatively, following this link:
https://bit.ly/Am76vhR

Registration fee

Registration fee for Spring School - 3 days R3000.00
Registration per day R1000.00
Disclaimer:

In the event that the Spring School is cancelled due to unforeseen reasons, the Organising
Committee takes no responsibility for travel and accommodation expenses incurred.

ACCOMMODTION INFORMATION

Rooms have been reserved for the delegates. Please book as soon as possible, but before
18 August 2025. Please get in touch with Dimakatso or Mary at the Riverside Sun Hotel
directly for bookings at: Riversidesun.Conference@Southernsun.com

Remember to state that you are attending the NWU Spring School when making your
enquiries.


https://bit.ly/4m76vhR
mailto:Riversidesun.Conference@Southernsun.com

Please note that if you are part of the UCDP cohort, indicate that you are booking for
dinner, bed, and breakfast.

GENERAL ENQUIRIES

General enquiries

Daleen Claasens Daleen.Claasens@nwu.ac.za

Registration and registration fees

Marinda springweek2025.nwu@gmail.com
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