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The teaching and research of Public Governance and Affairs
require strong collaborations among key stakeholders.

This would not only serve to produce graduates with relevant
attributes for both the practice and academy, but also
strengthen capacity in government to legitimise

public policy processes. It is therefore imperative that a
discourse of this nature be sustained to reflect on issues
pertaining to models of interdisciplinarity, professional
development, competitiveness, collaboration and
relationships. There are clear questions to raise in

order to stimulate intellectual conversations

regarding this discourse.

These questions include some of the following:
How can the schools of government contribute to
a new and innovative thinking?

How can we understand interdisciplinarity

in this context?

Can the schools of government ever be
able to provide cutting-edge and latest
knowledge with applicable graduate
attributes or are they constrained by
their own institutional hierarchies

and protocol?

Professor Robert Nkuna explores these and other
related questions on Building a gap between
academia and practice considering the role of
the schools of government studies.

THE SEMINAR WOULD BE HELD VIRTUALLY AND IN PERSON:

Microsoft Teams Meeting: Click here to join the meeting

Meeting ID: 368 427 692 86
Passcode: J7QGDg



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YWVlNWY4NzEtNjY2Yi00MTY0LTljZWQtZmFmZGQ2ZmJiNTRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22b14d86f1-83ba-4b13-a702-b5c0231b9337%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2237f7dab4-a384-478a-b466-22f152417321%22%7d
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Robert Nkuna (PhD) is a
Professor of Practice at the
North-West University School

of Government Studies. He is
currently the Director General

of the Department of Planning
Monitoring and Evaluation.
Previously he was Director
General of the Department of
Telecoms and Postal Services
(now the Department of
Communications and Digital
Technologies). He also served a
term as a full-time councillor at the
communications regulator ICASA.

He holds a PhD in Interdisciplinary Studies

from the University of the Witwatersrand where
he studied the regulation of key network indus-
tries (telecommunications, energy and transport).
He also holds a Master’s Degree in Public and
Development Management from the same
university as well as Individual Professional Award
Masters Level certificates in Microeconomics and
Regulation of Infrastructure and Utilities from the
University of London. His academic interests
mainly include topics in political economy,
regulatory economics, institutional economics,
public policy analysis, institutional governance as
a condition for service delivery in public
institutions, and bridging gaps between

academia and practice.



