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NWU Research and Innovation Excellence Awards 
Categories and Criteria 

 
1. National and international recognitions and memberships 
Criteria: 

This is for recognizing researchers/innovators who have received national and 
international recognitions in 2024 or 2025, thus contributing to the profile of NWU (IP 
creators, NSTF awards, NRF awards, research panels, women in science awards, 
etc.). This category will have a max of 3 winners per year. 
Note: Faculties to provide details. 

 
2a. Acknowledgement of New and Upgraded NRF Ratings 
Criteria: 
This involves recognition of new and upgraded NRF ratings which demonstrates the 
quality and impact of research conducted by researchers at NWU. 
Measured against the criteria set by the NRF, recognition is given to new and 
upgraded rated researchers with ratings that came into effect on 1 Jan 2025. 
Note: 

(1) Upgrades are recognised from one rating level to another (e.g. C to B), 
and within a rating level (e.g. C3 to C2). 
(2) Research Support (working with Faculties) to provide details 

 
2b. Acknowledgement of Research Chairs 
This involves recognition of newly awarded National and International Research 
Chairs 
Note: 

(1) This is a once-off award. Renewals do not qualify for the award 
(2) Research Support (working with Faculties) to provide details 

 
 

3. Most Productive Senior Researcher 
Criteria: 

Most Productive Researcher of the year must be older than 35 years of age 
The criteria used is divided into the following broad categories: 

• Research books, book chapters and conference proceedings (DHET 
accredited) 

• Research articles published in peer-reviewed national and international 
journals (Use DHET lists); 

• Presentations made to local, national and international conferences (Provide 
evidence of peer review); 

• Number of Citations, based on the Criteria shown; 
• Postgraduate qualifications awarded to students (Use HEMIS data from 

Strategic Intelligence); 
• Creative outputs (Limited the weighting); 
• Innovation output; 
• Engaged research output (Limited the weighting; can include science 

communication to external stakeholders and application of information) 
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• Any significant research awards (Limited weighting); 
• External research funding received (Limited weighting). 

 

Note: 
Criteria for citation calculation: 

 
The selection will be based on the impact their research has made in the past 
number of years. A calculation will be made, based on the following: 

• All research outputs indexed in the Web of Science will be considered. (This 
will ensure that these researchers indeed have an international profile.) 

• All citations of the outputs mentioned in 1 above will be considered. 
• Cases of self-citation will be removed from the calculation. 
• This number of citations will give an indication of the specific researcher within 

the field he / she works in. This number cannot be used for comparisons across 
research fields. 

• The average number of citations for all researchers of all research outputs in 
the specific field will be calculated, and the number mentioned in 4 above will 
be divided by this average. 

• The number calculated in 5 above would then be an indication of the standing 
of the researcher within the field, normalised for the field. 

• The number in 5 above will be calculated for all nominees, and the nominees 
will be ranked according to this number. 

• An adjudication panel will then determine the most cited researcher. This panel 
can also consider other factors, such as the average output of each candidate 
vs the average outputs of all researchers working in the same field. The software 
InCites™, developed by Thompson Reuters will be used by the Director: 
Research Support to do the calculation. 

 
This category will have an overall winner and two runner ups. Researchers that have 
won this award will have a 3-year cooling period before they can be nominated again. 

 
 

4. Most Productive Emerging Researcher 
 

Criteria: Emerging Researcher of the year must be 35 years of age or younger. 
The criteria used is divided into the following broad categories: 

• Research books, book chapters and conference proceedings (DHET 
accredited) 

• Research articles published in peer-reviewed national and international 
journals (Use DHET lists); 

• Presentations made to local, national and international conferences (Provide 
evidence of peer review); 

• Number of Citations, based on the Criteria shown; 
• Postgraduate qualifications awarded to students (Use HEMIS data from 

Strategic Intelligence); 
• Creative outputs (Limited the weighting); 
• Innovation output; 
• Engaged research output (Limited the weighting; can include science 

communication to external stakeholders and application of information) 
 

• Any significant research awards (Limited weighting); 



 

 

• External research funding received (Limited weighting). 
 

This category will have an overall winner and two runner ups. Researchers that have 
won this award will have a 3-year cooling period before they can be nominated again. 

 
 

5. Creative Outputs Award 
Criteria: 

This award recognizes and reward quality creative outputs and innovations produced 
according to the following subfields: Fine Arts & Visual Arts; Music; Theatre, 
Performance & Dance; Design; Film & Television; Literary Arts in line with DHET policy. 

 
Exceptionally high standard in terms of the quality of the output with focus on originality 
(i.e. on whether the output generates new knowledge and understanding) and 
relevance (whether the work demonstrates an intellectually and creatively informed 
response to the subject). Awards will be based on ratings by external peer review done 
by specialists in the fields, according to discipline specific criteria. 
Note: Research Support (working with Faculties) to invite panelists 

 
 

The documentation must be submitted in electronic format by e-mail to research- 
innovation@nwu.ac.za 
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