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Rules for Awarding NWU Biennial Alumni Excellence Awards 

 

The rules for Awarding NWU Biennial Alumni Excellence Awards should be read and interpreted in 
conjunction with the NWU Relations Policy that was approved on 18 March 2021. 

 

1 Purpose and scope of the rules  
 

The purpose of these rules is to ensure a fair and transparent process for the nomination of candidates for 
the NWU Biennial Alumni Excellence Awards. It is in line with the policies of the NWU to acknowledge and 
reward outstanding contributions.  

The NWU Biennial Alumni Excellence Awards take place every second year or as decided by the Exco of 
Convocation to worthy alumni who are brand ambassadors for the NWU in their field, in the national or 
international arena. 

Both the nominee and nominator must be active and valid alumni of the NWU and its predecessors. 

The NWU has the right to not make an award in any of the categories as per their discretion, and/or move 
nominees to other categories they might see fit. 

“alumni” refers to all graduates and diplomates of the NWU and any of its predecessors;  

 “The convocation” refers to the association of alumni of the university established in terms of paragraph 
30 of the Statute; 

“nominator” – the person who will nominate a person to receive an award. This person must be a graduate 
of diplomate of the NWU and any of its predecessors. 

“nominee”- the person who is nominated and eligible for an award. This person must be a graduate of 
diplomate of the NWU and any of its predecessors. 

“posthumously” - after the death of the originator – in this case, the nominator and nominee criteria are 
still relevant 

 

The NWU Relations model consists of five major elements:  

• Alumni Awareness and Promotion 
• Activities and Events 
• Alumni Communication 
• Alumni Giving 
• Alumni Recognition 

Therefore, our alumni are recognised for their personal and career achievements and contributions to society 
through the Biennial Alumni Rewards of Excellence ceremony as stipulated within the NWU Alumni Relations 
Policy.  
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2 Nomination of outstanding NWU Alumni for Biennial Alumni Excellence Awards  
NWU Alumni who boast distinguished accomplishments or have made exemplary contributions to society 
can be nominated. As per discretion awards can be awarded posthumously if the nominator and nominee 
match and fulfill the requirements for a valid nomination. 

 

The three main awards categories are: 

1. NWU Lifetime Achievement Award 
2. NWU Alumni Awards of Excellence (seven (7) sub-categories: Research, Education, Community 

Involvement, Business Leadership, Arts & Culture, Sport, Public Service); and 
3. Young NWU Alumni Award 

 
Current members of the NWU Council, the Executive Committee of Convocation, as well as the University 
Management Committee, may not be nominated for the awards. 
 

2.1 NWU Lifetime Achievement Award 
This award does not require nominations. The Executive Committee of Convocation decide and award 
person(s) who are considered deserving of the award. 

This award is given to candidates/person(s) who have demonstrated exceptional and meritorious service to 
society and whose extraordinary achievements – personally and professionally – make them inspirational 
role models for the future. 

2.2 NWU Alumni Award of Excellence 
Nominations can be made in ONE of the following seven categories: 

a) Arts and Culture 
b) Business Leadership 
c) Community Involvement 
d) Education 
e) Research 
f) Sport 
g) Public Service 

To qualify for this award, alumni must: 

• Have obtained a degree or a diploma at the NWU 
• Achieved distinguished personal and professional accomplishments 
• Made exemplary contribution to society or community 
• Shown significant leadership in one or more of the above-mentioned areas; and 
• Demonstrated ongoing commitment and support to the NWU 

2.3 Young NWU Alumni Award 
The criteria for this award include the following: 

• Alumni must have obtained a degree or a diploma from the NWU 
• Demonstrated excellence in their career(s) and have shown potential for continued success 
• Received recognition as an emerging leader through professional and/or community achievements 
• Demonstrated leadership and responsibility within their organisation(s), business(es), or field of work 
• Received recognition for their professional contribution(s) 
• Serves as an outstanding young role model for current and future NWU students; and 
• Nominees must be 35 years old or younger 
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3 The process from nominations to informing a recipient 
 
Office-bearers of the NWU, alumni, permanent staff members, members of the Council, and the Board of 
Donors may submit nominations for an Alumni Award. 

Nominations can be submitted electronically to the official and designated site for this purpose.  

All nominations should be signed and cannot be done anonymously.  

 

1. Once nominations are received by the Alumni Relations office, they are confirmed valid by ensuring 
both the nominee and nominator are both alumni of the NWU, all requested info is supplied, etc. 

2. All nominations are prepared per category and sent to the Exco of Convocation. All invalid 
nominations are also sent to the Exco to ensure transparency in the process. 

3. The NWU Selection Committee is constituted of representatives of all faculties, the three campus 
deputy vice-chancellors, and the ED, while CRM act as the chair of the committee. Executive Deans 
are contacted to request that they nominate a person to serve on the committee. The role of the 
committee is to go through the nominations and to select the top three alumni per category. Once 
the committee is satisfied that the proposed candidate(s) would meet the criteria, it recommends the 
name(s) of the candidate(s) together with motivations to the Exco of Convocation for consideration. 

4. The recommendations received from NWU Selection Committee are forwarded to the Exco of 
Convocation by the Office of the Registrar. The Exco will further deliberate and will, upon agreement, 
choose a winner per category.  

5. No nominations are not submitted for the Lifetime Achievement Award. It is the responsibility of the 
Exco of Convocation to identify a worthy and deserving recipient. 

6. From the Exco of Convocation, the identified list of winners is submitted to the NWU University 
Management Committee for endorsement and then to the Exco of Council for final approval.  

7. Once approved, the Office of the Vice-Chancellor is requested to inform all winners with a 
congratulatory phone call, followed by a formal, signed letter – inviting them to an event to receive an 
award. 

 

4 Confidentiality 
Bearing in mind the high symbolic value of such awards, and to protect the privacy and dignity of candidates, 
strict confidentiality and proper discretion must be observed in the processes of compiling and considering 
any proposal for the award, up to the final approval. All personal information must also be handled and 
stored as per NWU and legal requirements. 
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