




The NWU is unquestionably one of the leading higher education institutions in South 
Africa. In this and subsequent issues of Eish! we will be sharing some of these 
statistics with our readers.

According to the 2008 figures of the Department of Higher Education and Training (published in 
2010), the NWU rated as follows against the other 22 higher education institutions in South Africa:

•	 In 2008, the NWU was the fourth largest university in South Africa based on the total 
	 head count, namely 47 008. In terms of distance students, the NWU was the second 
	 largest in SA.

Total headcount Contact Distance

UNISA 261 927 633 261 294

UP 53 106 39 167 13 939

TUT 51 613 49 195 2 418

NWU 47 008 25 740 21 268

UJ 44 456 44 456 0

UKZN 37 188 30 341 6 847

CPUT 29 367 29 307 60

•	 In terms of graduation rates (the number of degrees as a percentage of the total 
	 heads), the NWU rated first in the sector, with 25%.

•	 In terms of the total number of degrees and diplomas awarded (12 337), the NWU
	 rated third in the sector.
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