
e-Fundi platform 
is much more 
than chat and up-
load of resources, 
there are so many 
options that can 
be used for 
teaching and 
learning

meet 
ruth
appolus 
lecturer
financial 
health
management 
UODL   

► what motivates you to come to work every day and make a  
          difference?
My motivation to come to work every day comes 
from within. I am driven by the passion for what I 
do, the ability to do it and the growth and advance-
ment that I belief will come with it.

► What is important to you in life?
Beside my family, its life long learning

►  Why do you want to make a difference?
Giving service to others is part of my motivation. 
As a nurse, I am aware that nurses are finding fi-
nancial health management a very difficult subject, 
thus I want to help them look at financial health 
management with a different lens connecting to the 
bigger picture of improving the health of society

► Job description 
The purpose of my position is to ensure that Open 
Distance Learning programmes are delivered on 
behalf of the Faculty using technology and facilities 
of the Unit for Open Distance Learning.
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ruth appolus

► Why did you decide to use the 
technology you use? 
After a transfer from the 
School of Nursing to the 
UODL, I was still expected to 
teach and manage academic 
programmes, to keep abreast 
with developments in aca-
demia. I realised that I will not 
have enough time to fulfil both 
responsibilities. I then decided 
to try the e-fundi platform, in-
tegrating it with the e-learning 
resources available at the unit.
► Who was involved in this pro-
ject?
I started this project with ASS 
from Vaal campus because of 
their involvement in the devel-
opment of Interactive SMART 
GUIDES. However, for main-
taining quality, the manager 
for assignments at the unit and 

the markers were also added as ad-
ditional instructors. 
► What happened previously for you to 
make this decision?
I arrived at NWU during the time 
when post basic nursing pro-
grammes started to broadcast in-
teractive white board sessions. I 
was also one of the lecturers who 
took part in a study to pilot ICT 
and use of SMART GUIDES for 
nursing students. Even though I 
was not very technologically liter-
ate then, I decided that is the way I 
want to go.
► When did you first try out your under-
taking? 
I tried this in both 2014 and 2015. 
By then I only thought the e-fundi 
platform is used for the chat room 
and uploading resources, I did not 
understand that there are so many 
options that can be used for teach-
ing and learning.

► How can this technology 
benefit the students?
This technology benefits 
students in the following 
ways: Instant grading and 
feedback, col-
l a b o r at i o n 
with the 
l e c t u r e r 
and other 
students, 
c aptu re d 
lectures that 
can be viewed 
several times, inter-
active SMART GUIDE, 
interactive whiteboard 
sessions. All these are 
available anytime and an-
ywhere.  Lastly it boosts 
their self-esteem and helps 
them succeed and be the 
best they can be. Attached 
are a few examples:

Student feedback

SIYA MGOLOzeli

ruth appolus
“MBATHA your assignment 

has been returned”

“thank you mam saw them...”

SIYA MGOLOzeli
“mmmm mam over the moon, my marks hmmmmm, thanks so much u 
are the best....”

tebogo khonkhobe
“ok thanks mam for the clarity... i am satisfied with the marks”

tebogo khonkhobe
“ok thanks mam for the clarity... i am 
satisfied with the marks”

ruth appolus
“...Thank you everybody, I am 

really proud of you...”

rato magogodi
“...i’m getting use to it 

and it is all thx
to you...”

“Use of ICT as 
a teaching and 
learning plat-
form is possible. 
It takes time to 
prepare, but at 
the end it is bene-
fial, cost effective 
and a lot of fun 
as well.”
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Consider stu-
dents profile 
and ability to 
use internet...
It first takes long 
to create con-
tent but when it 
is done it works 
perfectly...
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Looking back… on the 
classroom technology…

Accomplishment #1? 

►All students who 
thought ICT is very 
difficult, realised that 
it can be done

Looking back… on the 
classroom technology…

Accomplishment #2

► Only 20 students 
submitted paper 
based assignments

Looking back… on the 
classroom technology…

Accomplishment #3

► 124 students wrote 
examination, 104 
passed, 31 of them 
with distinction, 9 
failed and 11 failed 
sub-minimum

Future plans…
“To have the module completely electronic, without any 
hard copies.”

lastly...
“Use of ICT as a teaching and learning platform is possi-
ble. It takes time to prepare, but at the end it is benefial, 
cost effective and a lot of fun as well.”

RESULTS


